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1. Bundeena Creek Management Plan Community
Workshop

A community workshop to discuss the development of the Bundeena Creek Management Plan was held
on Saturday, 13" October 2007. The workshop was a productive and well-attended meeting with 27
members of the community attending, demonstrating a keen interest for the community to be involved in
the management of the Bundeena Creek.

At the workshop members of the project team provided a presentation of the research that has been
undertaken for the Bundeena Creek so far and the potential range of options that could be considered.
The community were then broken into 3 smaller discussion groups to discuss and answer the following
questions:

» What is your vision for the Bundeena Creek?
» What do you value about the creek and local environment?
» What are your concerns/issues?

In summary the following key themes came through under each of the questions from the group
discussions. Appendix A provides digital captures of the workings at the workshop.

1.1 Vision for the management of the Bundeena Creek

» Keep it clean, natural and beautiful;

» Protect indigenous vegetation and species;

» Find a balance between flooding and keeping the creek closed (ie. finding acceptable ‘natural’ flood levels); and

» Maintain the creek as a safe recreational area (swimming, fishing, walking).

1.2 Values Associated with the Bundeena Creek
» The creek provides a focal point for the community;

» The creek provides a natural habitat (for example it provides a Tortoise breeding ground, eel habitat and is
adjacent to the She Oak forest);

» The creek provides a recreational area (for swimming, walks, fishing);
» The creek is an area of natural amenity for the community (relief from the built environment);

» The creek has historical and cultural significance for community (for example the Creek was in the
past a traditional meeting place of the “dharral people”);

» The creek provides varying values along its length; and

» It has values as a feature for the tourism industry.

1.3 Community Concerns about the Creek
» Pollution from:

— Impacts of animals on the creek (deer, ducks)
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Grey water impacts

— Stormwater

— People putting waste in the creek

Safety for people swimming in the creek;

The education of the community about not polluting the creek;

Impacts of development of the creek, including reclamation;

Creek is eroding land used for recreation at the creek mouth; and

40 properties not connected to the sewer are having an impact.

Other questions and issues raised at the workshop

During the workshop, members of the community raised further questions.

»

»

»

»

»

»

»
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Has the impact of changes to rain patterns been considered?

Has the swamp forest been considered in terms of its potential pollution impacts?

Has the data and research being done by the University of Wollongong been incorporated?

Has the impact of the new ferry wharf been considered?

Consideration needs to be given to changing behaviour of members of the community and visitors to
the area dumping rubbish, weeds etc at the creek mouth.

Would keeping the creek mouth closed mean there is an impact from salt intrusion?

Both sides of the creek need to be considered?

The following is a record of what was recorded by each of the groups.

Table 1

Group 1

Appendix A: Record of group discussion at the Community Workshop

What is your Vision?

What do you value about
the creek and local
environment?

What are your
concerns/issues?

What are the options?

»

»

»

»

»

Impacts from man
made changes to the
creek limited

Keep it clean, natural
and beautiful

Protect indigenous
species

Balance between
flooding and keeping
the creek closed

Finding acceptable
flood levels (natural)

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

Tortoise breeding
ground — historical

Walking and swimming

Having water in the
creek

Focal point for the
community

Stunning
beautiful/sculptural

Only occasional stinks
— “part of being a
creek”

Varying parts of the

»

»

»

»

»

The deer are a threat
to the creek
congregating at the
head of creek behind
bowling club

The ducks are also a
threat — pollution

We tell people not to
swim in the creek

The impact of grey
water on the creek

The wharf and stone
wall have had an
impact

N/A
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What is your Vision?

What do you value about
the creek and local
environment?

What are your
concerns/issues?

What are the options?

creek. Different values
associated with
different parts of the
creek

» Natural nature of the
creek might not mix
with the uses

» Traditional /meeting
place of the “dharral
people”

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

Pollution

People putting waste
in the creek — humans

Visitors and residents

A long history of waste
being dumped

Council clean up days
are important to
reducing pollution and
dumping

An education
campaign could be a
solution

Gutter/kerbs are not
present at the end of
Bundeena Road

Roadside drainage
with lack of sediment
traps and control is
cause of concern

Table 2 Group 2

What is your Vision?

What do you value about
the creek and local
environment?

What are your
concerns/issues?

What are the options?

» A healthy natural
system

» Safe
swimming/recreation/
fishing

» Public walk along full
length

» Council to buy back
land along the creek

» Pretty

» Amenity values

» Swimming

» Fishing

» She oak forest

» Cormorants Reach 2

» Ducks, Ibis and water
hens

» Eels, turtles

» Feature arelief from
urbanisation

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

40 properties not
connected to the
sewer

Deer — growing impact

Stormwater runoff —
Scarborough Street

Flooding rain/tidal
flows

Filling of
creek/reclaiming land

Erosion of park at
mouth

Loss of trees

Scab street condition,
pot holes, subsidence

Swimming in polluted
water, no signage

» Leaving
opening/closing to
nature

» Stabilise creek mouth
(park to beach) and
planting behind

» Flood risk mitigation

» Plan for creek opening
iffwhen/how should it
be done

Stormwater
management

» Water quality controls
infiltration, filtering

» Community
education/construction

» Connect all properties
to sewer

» Capture sediment

» Scarb. street swale?
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What is your Vision?

What do you value about
the creek and local
environment?

What are your
concerns/issues?

What are the options?

Bank Stability

» Educate land owners
that restoring the creek
would improve
property value

» Form abush care
group

» Tree planting
Biodiversity
Conservation

» Education about
noxious plants

» Eliminate
weeds/spread

» What plants are listed
as weeds

» Revegetate the area
with natural species

» Deer control, fence
banks to keep deer out

» Remove deer

Table 3 Group 3

What is your Vision?

What do you value about
the creek and local
environment?

What are your
concerns/issues?

What are the options?

N/A » Tourist and education  » Mistake on 2006 LEP » Pipe the stormwater
campaign Creek actually exists directly to the beach
. on eastern Side of Lot
» Clean up Australia Day 35 (75-77). The LEP » Remove excess tree
— clean up the creek o snags for flows
shows it on the west.
» No road, grime into » Removed sand to be
creek and brake dust 7 2/"32: gr]]?)Tt?)nktJlg?I? t?gd dumped in areas
» Return to natural state mouth of the creek by where most erosion is
. rocks, by children as occurring up the beach
» Catch and eat fish and the play. away from the
eels from creek opening.
» Reposition culvert on
» No algae Scarborough Streetto  ” Remove rocks away
. . help natural flow of from the mouth of the
» Kids can swim —no creek creek. Rocks catch
fear of sickness sand and traps in front
» Clean creek — non » Cement rock wall in of opening of creek to
toxic place near mouth of Horden creek.
creek. Recommend in
» Paddle up the creek management plan > S.tormwater to be
like we use to piped out to sea
»  Connect sewerage to » Net to catch rubbish
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What is your Vision?

What do you value about

the creek and local
environment?

What are your
concerns/issues?

What are the options?

»

»

»

»

Water quality
Stormwater
Sewerage

Economic value of
tourism

»

Sydney Water

All properties
influencing the creek
to be connected to
sewer.

from stormwater runoff
and oil scum from
roads

Clean up Australia Day
to focus on creek

21/15994/135351

Bundeena Creek Management Plan

Community Workshop Notes 13th October 2007



[]

Appendix A — Rough Workings from the Workshop
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